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Purpose of the report
1.
To inform members of the reply to Mr Knowles’ questions to the Planning Committee and to provide an opportunity to debate the policy issues.

Strategic Planning Framework
· Corporate Plan 2008/09
Work with our partners to provide a clear, up to date framework for the management of the national park, including Local Development Framework documents that properly reflect National park purposes and provide a clear and consistent framework for planning decisions.
Background
2.
A the December 2007 Planning Committee meeting Mr T Knowles asked the following questions on behalf of the Association of Rural Communities:

“Given what has happened at Westholme Caravan Park:

What will the Authority do to safeguard the rights of young people and those on lower incomes to have access to the National Park by ensuring that existing sites for touring caravans and tents are retained and, therefore, that the Yorkshire Dales are not turned into a rich man’s playground?

Will the Authority now consider implementing procedures which would ensure that members are aware of officers taking decisions which set precedents in policy and fundamentally alter the mix of visitor accommodation available in the National Park?

Will the Authority lobby the Government to have the 1968 Caravan Act revised so that the definition of a caravan is not remarkably and notoriously wide?”

3.
A written response to these questions was issued on the 18th December 2007.  A copy is attached to this report at Appendix 1.

4.
Mr Knowles also contacted his local MP to raise the matter with the government. The response, from the Secretary of State, is attached at Appendix 2 for Members’ information.

5.
This matter has now come back to the Authority for discussion because it raises issues of policy rather than more specific planning application matters. 
6.
This is an opportunity for Members to discuss the questions raised and the written answers provided by officers.

Peter Stockton
Strategic Planning Officer
8th January 2009
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Planning Committee minutes December 2008
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