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Purpose of report

 

1. To elect two members of the Authority to sit on the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum and to review the procedure for the appointment of members of the public to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum.
Strategic Planning Framework

2. The information and recommendations contained in this report are consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework.
· National Park Management Plan

The Local Access Forum will provide advice and help to resolve conflict, encourage responsible use and promote good practice.

· Corporate Plan

to support three meetings of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum.

Background
3. In accordance with the requirements of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, a Local Access Forum for the Yorkshire Dales National Park was established in October 2002.
4. It is the function of Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, in respect to the Yorkshire Dales National Park, to advise -
(a) Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (as the appointing authority), and the local highway authority for any part of the area;
(b) any bodies exercising functions under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW Act) Part 1 in relation to land in that area; and
(c) such other bodies as may be prescribed.

as to the improvement of public access to land for the purposes of open air recreation and the enjoyment of the area, and as to such other matters as may be prescribed, (CRoW Act s94(4)).

Regulations and Guidance to Appointing Authorities

5. Regulations and guidance associated with the CRoW legislation provide a background against which appointing authorities operate.

6. Regulations state that a forum should consist of at least 10 and not more than 22 members and impose limits on the numbers of members of the appointing authority that may sit on a forum: forums with up to 16 members may contain 2 such members and forums with 17 or more members may contain up to 3 members of the local authority.
7. All forum members serve terms of between one and three years and may be re-appointed at the end of their term. Currently all appointees to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum serve terms of three years.
Appointment of Authority Members to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum.
8. The National Park Authority decided to set up a forum with 18 members and agreed that three of those members should be elected from the membership of the Authority. 
9. It has since been agreed that one of those places be allocated to the Member Champion for Recreation Management. The current representatives on the forum are Mr Brown, Mrs Millward and Dr Petyt (as Member Champion for Recreation Management).
10. The terms of office for Mrs Millward and Mr Brown expire at the end of December 2008.  It is therefore necessary for the Authority to consider the election of two members to sit on the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum for a period of three years from January 2009.
11. Local Access Forums are independent advisory bodies and it is important therefore that they are seen to be and feel independent of their appointing authority. For this reason it is considered that the Chair of the Access Committee should not be eligible to represent the Authority on the forum.   
Appointment of Other Members to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum

12. At the Authority meeting on 27 May 2003, members agreed that appointments to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum follow the following procedure:

· On a vacancy occurring, officers of the Authority shall consider whether it is necessary to re-appoint to maintain the balance of numbers on the forum.

· If it is considered necessary to re-appoint, the vacancy will be advertised in accordance with the The Local Access Forums (England) Regulations 2002 (proceeded by the Regulations 2007).

· Interviewing and appointment shall be carried out by a panel of members and officers consisting of the Chair and one other Authority member, who is not elected to represent the Authority on the forum, and two officers of the Authority. 
13. The current appointments panel consists of the Chair of the Authority and either Mr Lancaster or Dr Petyt.  In practice Dr Petyt has not taken part in the formal appointments process since becoming Member Champion and therefore a member of the forum.
14. Due to the appointment of Mr Lancaster as Chairman of the Authority and Dr Petyt’s position as Member Champion it is considered timely to review the make up of the appointments panel.
15. In order to avoid future dual, and possibly conflicting responsibilities, it is proposed that future appointments to the forum be carried out by a panel consisting of:
· The Chair of the Authority

· The Chair of the Access Committee

· The Head of Park Management 
RECOMMENDATION
16. It is recommended that:
a) Members endorse the proposal that the Chair of the Access Committee should not be eligible to represent the Authority on the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum
b) Two members are elected to represent the Authority on the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum for a period of three years from January 2009, and
c) The appointments panel for the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum as detailed in paragraph 15 above is endorsed.
Rachel Briggs
Access Development Officer
Background documents: 

The Local Access Forums (England) Regulations 2007
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