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1.
During the last three months the Planning Policy Team have concentrated on the Draft Development Plan (DDP) call for sites. 

2.
The housing working group met on February 5 working through the latest issues. We also made sure we were well prepared for Questions, which might arise out of the Call for Sites.

3.
By the end of February we had received 100 expressions of interest and these will now be published on the Authority’s website and made available for inspection at its offices.

4.
Off course some of these sites will not be acceptable but the housing working group will ensure all sites are given their full consideration. There is a lot of work ahead of us and we are starting by visiting sites on March 11. One day will not be enough to see every site so we will be arranging other dates.

5.
I have chaired two Question and Answer sessions on February 12 at Yoredale, Bainbridge and 19, at the Village Hall, Kettlewell. There were about 20 people at each meeting ranging from parish councillors, members of public, landowners and YDNP members. Sarah Close (Craven rural housing enabler) attended Kettlewell, which was very useful as she could answer questions from a District housing point of view. 

6.
Both sessions were well received and sites have come forward from landowners that attended. Many thoughts and suggestions were raised but we have taken notes and we will be feeding them back into the Housing working group 

7.
One of the main issues that arises is the time it takes to review Planning Policy but we need to make sure we are thorough so that we produce a good Development Plan which is fit for purpose for the next 10 years. 

Yvonne Peacock

Member champion for Forward Planning
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