	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

ACCESS COMMITTEE


	ITEM  1

	Minutes of the meeting held at Yoredale, Bainbridge on Thursday, 16 April 2009.



	Present:

SHK Butcher, G Dalton, W Fenten (in the Chair), TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster and 
Dr KM Petyt.




	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	11/09
	MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE


The report of the Secretariat Officer was noted.

	12/09
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2009, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

	13/09
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	14/09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were presented on behalf of A Barker and Mrs S Marshall.
	15/09
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


No declarations of lobbying were made.
	16/09
	REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PARK MANAGEMENT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

In response to a comment from a member, who had experienced difficulty reaching the revised rights of way circular referred to in paragraph 2 of the report, the Access and Recreation Manager stated that she would email members with a link to the document.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.

	17/09
	DEFINITIVE MAP TEAM - QUARTERLY REPORT


Dr KM Petyt declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the report insofar as he had been a member of the Working Group that had reviewed the Authority’s performance in relation to management of the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way.
CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Definitive Map Officer.

The Head of Park Management confirmed that, at its meeting in February, the Audit and Review Committee had considered a report on the Authority’s performance in relation to management of the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way.  New Corporate Plan objectives and targets had been agreed which would be monitored twice yearly.  
In response to a member’s suggestions, the Senior Definitive Map Officer stated that further information could be included in the report, on matters such as whether applications for Definitive Map Modification Orders were submitted “too late” in relation to the NERC Act ‘cut-off’ date, and to record if traffic regulation orders are in force on particular routes.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.
	18/09
	REVIEW OF THE INTEGRATED ACCESS STRATEGY AND ANNUAL REPORT 2008/09


CONSIDERED – the report of the Access and Recreation Manager.

In considering the report a number of issues were raised, including:

· suggesting that the proposed title of the document did not adequately reflect its importance as one of the Authority’s formal policy documents;
· it was hoped that key messages could be promoted in the Authority’s car parks regarding the use of car park income;

· endorsing the need to work with the County Councils and other partners to try to minimise damage caused to the park’s roadside verges, in particular by large timber extraction vehicles.
RESOLVED –

That subject to the further comments being taken into account, the report and proposed review process for the Authority’s Integrated Access Strategy be noted.

	19/09
	PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ANNUAL REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Ranger Services Manager.

In considering the report, a number of comments were made including:

· noting the changes in indicators to be used to assess ‘ease of use’ and the increase in target for rights of way to be accessible to wheelchairs by 2010;

· acknowledging the invaluable contribution made by Dales Volunteers;

· noting that with regard to funding contributions from North Yorkshire and Cumbria County Councils, the former had committed £50,000 annually to the Authority and discussions continued with the latter on a possible contribution ‘in kind’;

· suggesting a number of amendments to clarify information in the draft report.
RESOLVED –

That subject to account being taken of the comments raised, the report be noted.

[TRN Harrison-Topham declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item being a member of North Yorkshire County Council.]
	20/09
	ANNUAL REPORT ON THE MANAGEMENT OF ‘GREEN LANES’ (UNSEALED ROUTES) IN THE YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK


[TRN Harrison-Topham left the meeting during the Committee’s discussions about the ‘Red Way’ referred to in Appendix 1, declaring a personal and prejudicial interest being related to the owner of the green lane.]
CONSIDERED – the report of the Access Officer Projects.

In considering the report, a number of comments were made including:

· noting the assistance provided by North Yorkshire Police with respect to enforcement work; and

· suggesting that reports should be made on the use of bridleways by recreational motor vehicles.
RESOLVED –

That the report and further comments be noted.
	21/09
	YORKSHIRE DALES ACCESS FORUM


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum held on 20 January 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum held on 20 January 2009 be noted.
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