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ACTIVITIES
1. Since the last meeting of the committee the following meetings and events of relevance to the Access Committee have taken place:

· Pennine Bridleway Steering Group

· 3 Peaks Community Events

· GoDales steering group

· Moors Bus Review Workshop (North York Moors)
· Meeting to discuss NYCC Congestion Report
· Meeting to discuss quiet lanes in Cumbria
· Richmond and Grassington Service Centre Transportation Strategies meetings
· Meeting to discuss the development of the Roses Way cycle route 

· Yorkshire Cultural Partnership workshop

· Mountain Bike Coast to Coast Working Group

· Active Craven

· Active Richmondshire 

· Three Peaks Project Open Days

· Wildfire Training Course

ISSUES FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE
Wensleydale Railway connection to Northallerton and extension to Aysgarth  social and  economic study 
2. The Wensleydale Railway Company, with funding from Yorkshire Forward, has commissioned consultants to look at the Social and Economic benefits of reconnecting the Wensleydale line with the main line at Northallerton, and extending it to Aysgarth. A steering group of officers from different local authorities and key stakeholders, including the National Park Authority, has been advising on this work.  In addition meetings have also been held with representatives of different departments of the Authority so the consultants are aware of the conservation and planning issues that such a proposal may raise.  

3. The study is expected to be complete by mid-July and the steering group will be considering how best to publicise the results of the study.

4. A similar, but completely separate study is also being prepared on the reconnection of the Embsay and Bolton Abbey Railway in to Skipton. 

YDNPA / Nidderdale AONB Congestion Study 

5. North Yorkshire County Council is undertaking a Congestion Study of the National Park / NIdderdale AONB area, in partnership with Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and the Nidderdale AONB to complete a Congestion Study of the National Park / AONB area.  

6. Congestion is often seen as an issue confined to larger urban areas, however it can become an issue in rural areas particularly in popular tourist destinations such as specific areas of the National Park during peak times (bank holidays, summer weekends).

7. The aims of the study are as follows;

· Identify where congestion issues occur

· Identify measures / solutions to reduce congestion

· Put forward potential schemes based on measures identified.

8. County Council Members, Parish Councils, YDNPA, NYCC and AONB officers including area rangers were consulted to identify what congestion issues existed across the study area and any potential measures that could be put in place to reduce them.

9. A range of issues has been identified through the study.  These are currently being looked at and potential solutions are being developed.  Any schemes developed from the study are being considered, where applicable, through the appropriate Service Centre Transportation Strategy.  

10. A report and action plan is due for completion late summer 2009.

Quiet Lanes Cumbria

11. Cumbria County Council has held an internal meeting to see whether there is combined support and willingness from its Countryside Access, Transport Policy and Highways teams to undertake further work in Cumbria to develop the Quiet Lanes concept.  

12. The group concluded that the appropriate way forward was to consider all road users when managing roads, identified in Cumbria’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan, where non motorised road users use the highway as part of the wider access network.  In particular to improve the safety and the experience of using roads without these roads being formally designated as ‘quiet roads’.
13. An officer sub group has been formed by the County Council and officers from the two National Parks have been invited to attend. The purpose of the group is to review the current list of locations identified through the Rights of Way Improvement Plan. 
Review of Exclusions and Restrictions in Open Access Land
14.Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act 2000) land owners and those with a legal interest in an area of the mapped land, were provided with the opportunity to apply to exclude or restrict rights for the purposes of land management. In total 22 restrictions and exclusions were applied for, either prior to, or just after the launch of Open Access in the Dales, in May 2005. 

15.Of those 22 applications, only 5 restrictions(3) and exclusions(2) were granted under delegated powers to the Head of Park Management. It was determined that the remaining applications could be dealt with by implementing local management solutions to reduce the need for restriction, or were withdrawn by the interested party.

16.Under section 27 (3)(c)  CRoW Act 2007 the relevant authority has a duty to review the direction for exclusion or restriction not later than the 5th anniversary of the date of the direction in our case by May 2010. 

17.Natural England have recently reviewed the Open Access Contact Centre in Belfast dealing with the administration of the review process and are proposing to launch a new system in early August. Officers from the Authority will be receiving training in July in relation to the new system and will commence the process of reviewing the existing 5 exclusions and restrictions in August.

18.As part of the review process there will be two consultation periods, one in relation to comment on the current direction (exclusion and restriction) and then secondly to comment on the proposed future direction which will be for one of the following, No Change, to Vary or to Revoke the direction. The Local Access Forum as well as other interested parties will be asked to comment as part of the process. The outcomes of the process will be reported to a future meeting of the Access Committee.

Three Peaks Project Launch

19.As part of the Three Peaks Project we are hosting an event on the 21st August to officially launch the ‘Friends of the Three Peaks’. A way for people to make a contribution to the ongoing management and enhancement of the area and specifically the network of paths.
20.As members are aware the magnificent landscape of the area challenges walkers to reach the summits. It is with this in mind that we have planned the event.
21.In the morning we are inviting representatives from a number of organisations and individuals to join Rangers on one of the three walks leading to each of the summits. This will be followed by the official launch at 2.00pm at The Station Inn, Ribblehead in the shadow of Whernside. 
22.At the event Angela Baker, who’s late husband John initiated the original Three Peaks Project some 23 years ago, will become the first Friend of the Three Peaks and reveal the range of Three Peaks merchandise which will be available. Members of organisations who make use of the Three Peaks for fundraising or challenges, such as 3 Peaks Race Association, will also be at the event to present cheques to the project.
23.Members of the Access Committee will be receiving an official invitation to the launch or may well have done by the time of the Access Committee Meeting.
JON AVISON
HEAD OF PARK MANAGEMENT
July 2009
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