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Purpose of the report
1. To update Members regarding progress on the review of the Integrated Access Strategy.
Strategic Planning Framework
· Corporate Plan 2009/10
44
(e)
Review the Integrated Access Strategy 
Background
2. At the last meeting of the Access Committee in April, members discussed the review of the Integrated Access Strategy (IAS) and the proposed timescale for producing a consultation draft. The aim was to bring an early draft to this meeting of the Access Committee but it has not been possible to get the draft to a suitable stage for presentation to members. This report therefore provides an update for members before the draft is considered by the full Authority in September.  

3. Within the Authority’s corporate document hierarchy the access strategy provides the policy which sits under the National Park Management Plan (NPMP) above the corporate plan.  The NPMP has SMART objectives relating to these areas of work, whilst the corporate plan has the specific business plan actions.  This strategy shows the detailed policy framework in which these objectives and actions are delivered.  

The revised strategy 

4. The revised access strategy will cover the Authority’s second purpose of promoting the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the area.  As such it covers the following key areas of the Authority’s work:

· The special qualities and experiences the area has to offer and managing the area

· sustainable travel

· equality and diversity 

· visitor management

· sustainable tourism

5. The strategy is also being updated to take on board recommendations made as part of the Europarc Sustainable Tourism Charter award:
‘the Integrated Access Strategy …should be further developed to serve as a visitor management plan with more conclusions about tourism as to the spatial distribution of tourism, areas of sensitivity, tourist attractions, information and interpretation in order that such a Plan could serve as futures guidelines for what to offer where, places to promote or not to promote, activities and places/times etc.’
6. As such it will include a spatial element which brings together the user experience, landscape character and visitor facilities. This will compliment the settlement hierarchy in the Local Plan and it is hoped it will eventually provide the basis for a spatial strategy in the local development Framework Core Strategy.
7. The revised document will bring together the National Park’s physical environment and our special qualities, the experience of being here, with strong linkages to accessibility, visitor management and sustainable tourism. 

Progress to date

8. A working group of officers from external affairs, conservation and policy, planning and external affairs has been set up to undertake the review.  The group has met on three occasions and is on target  to produce a consultation draft document for consideration by the Authority in September, before full public consultation in October. 
9. The task group is working well and has so far agreed an overall structure, guiding principles and policies, whilst the contextual information is currently being developed and refined.  The LAF gave a very strong steer that much of the content of the existing strategy was good, but the document did need to be restructured and updated.  This advice has been taken on board in the working draft of the revised strategy 
What’s is a name
10. There has been some discussion about what the document should be called. There is general consensus that the name of the strategy needs to be changed, and a few suggestions have been put forward by members of the LAF and others.  These include:
· The Yorkshire Dales National Park Accessibility Strategy
· Welcoming visitors: protecting the landscape. 

(The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s principles and strategies for maintaining the balance).
· Quality Environment and Experience 

(An integrated strategy bringing together policy and principles for access, recreation, diversity and tourism in the Yorkshire Dales).
11. At present the last name seems to be gaining most favour.  Though other suggestions and thoughts are welcomed.

Conclusion 

12. The revision of the access strategy is progressing well and is on course for a consultation draft to be published in October. The revised document will bring together the National Parks specials qualities, and policies and principles relating to access and recreation, visitor experience, accessibility, visitor management and sustainable tourism.
13. The policies and principles in the strategy will be refined further, before being formally adopted, following wide consultation.  
RECOMMENDATION
14. It is recommended that members note the contents of the report.

Kathryn Beardmore
Access and Recreation Manager
1 July 2009
Background documents:  none
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