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ACTIVITIES
Attendance at meetings
(a) NYCC PRoW Joint Working Group

(b) Access on Foot Advisory Group

(c) Future of the Fleet (Vehicles) Conference

(d) Operation Moorwatch

(e) Attended CLA award ceremony for Pennine Bridleway project walling at Stainforth

(f) GoDales Steering Group meeting

(g) Attended Active Richmondshire meeting

(h) Attended Active Craven meeting

(i) Attended various Cumbria Access meeting

(j) Hosted visits by North York Moors and Snowdonia National Parks

(k) 30 year anniversary celebration Upper Wharfedale Fell Rescue

(l) Pennine Bridleway – Jonathan Shaw, Ministerial visit

(m) Europarc Study Tour Malham

ISSUES FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE
Pennine Way Ranger

1.
In July after an internal change the post of Pennine Way Ranger (75% Grant Funded from Natural England) became vacant. A new officer has been recently appointed and will be starting in November. The post was introduced in Sept 2000 as a pilot project to assess the value of having a dedicated officer maintaining the National Trail. This has proved to be very successful spreading to other Trails around the country and Natural England have committed to support the post to March 2010. The post will now not only be concerned with providing high quality maintenance works along the Pennine Way National Trail but to also engage with new and existing audiences and increase the range of people who have an understanding of and the opportunities National Trails provide
Dales Fires Operation Group

2.
The Authority hosted the sixth meeting of the Dales Fires Operation Group. The group consists of representatives from North Yorkshire Fire & Rescue, Moorland Association, National Gamekeepers Organisation, Nidderdale AONB and YDNPA and has recently been joined by Natural England.  The purpose of the group is to endeavour to reduce the occurrence of wildfires by promoting fire prevention to land managers, local communities and visitors and to improve the effectiveness of all those involved in responding to and dealing with moorland fires.
3.
Over the last twelve months the group has been collating information for Fire Plans from the major estates in the Dales and Nidderdale area. Plans indicate rendezvous points, access routes, water sources, equipment, contacts, etc. This information is being transferred into a geographical information system which can be accessed via computers on-board fire appliances. In November the Rural Development Initiative will be making a presentation to the group regarding their involvement in managing neighbouring Fire Groups.  
GoDales

4.
This is an exciting new Outdoor Activity Initiative for young people (8 to 25 years) living in and around the Yorkshire Dales National Park with particular emphasis on targeting hard-to-reach groups who are currently inactive or do very little recreational activity.  The project started on 1 July 2008, and has recently has employed Kath Needham as project officer.  Kath’s role is to look at new ways of promoting outdoor activities in a way that makes them attractive to young people, and develop and organise an outdoor activities programme in partnership with community groups, volunteers, national governing bodies, outdoor centres and local clubs and facilities.  
5.
The expected outcomes of the project are:

· Increase in the participation in outdoor activities, particularly amongst young people from ‘hard to reach’ groups within one hours travelling distance of the Yorkshire Dales National Park;

· Increase the attractiveness of the National Park to young people, through improving the area’s ‘adventure’ product offer and by providing better more attractive information;

· Better co-ordination of the provision of outdoor adventure activities – both in terms of providers and promotion of opportunities;

· Research and evaluation extending current understanding and explaining what ‘works’ and doesn’t ‘work’ in terms of attractive young people to the National Park.

6.
We have set up a steering group, which we expect to meet four times a year and help guide the project over the next three years.  The steering group has representatives from a cross section of organisations as follows:

· Sport England (main funding body)

· North Yorkshire Sport (capacity building)

· Local Authorities for area covered by the project (Craven DC, Richmondshire DC, North Yorkshire County Council, Bradford)
· National Government Bodies (BMC, BCU)

· Local Outdoor Activity Clubs 

7.
There will also be a ‘wider reference’ group that will be a broad amalgam of all those with an interest in the project and the project will engage with this group through workshops, newsletters etc.  
8.
For further information about the project please contact Kath Needham.

RECOMMENDATION

9.
Members are asked to note the report.
Jon Avison
Head of Park Management
October 2008
Background documents: 
None
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