	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

ACCESS COMMITTEE


	ITEM  4

	Minutes of the meeting held at Grassington Town Hall on Tuesday, 22 July 2008.



	Present:

WH Brown, KJ Lancaster (in the Chair), Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward and Dr KM Petyt.




	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	23/08
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meeting held on 17 April 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

	24/08
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	25/08
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Messrs Butcher and Dalton.
	26/08
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


No declarations of lobbying were made.
	27/08
	REVIEW OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY DELEGATION AGREEMENTS


[Mrs S Marshall declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as a member of North Yorkshire County Council.]

CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

RESOLVED -
That authority be given to officers to proceed with the formal sealing of the public rights of way delegation agreements with Cumbria and North Yorkshire County Councils.

	28/08
	REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PARK MANAGEMENT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

A member asked if the availability of land offered voluntarily for open access could be publicised more quickly and suggested that there may be an anomaly with regard to part of Semerwater which was mapped as open access land when, in fact, it was open water.  
RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report be noted; and
(b) 
the Ranger Services Manager report back to the Committee on Open Access mapping issues and timescale for review.

	29/08
	PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OF FOUR ‘GREEN LANES’ (UNSEALED ROUTES) IN THE NATIONAL PARK


[Note: Dr KM Petyt declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in this Item, as Chairman of the Green Lanes Advisory Group, of which he had chaired, impartially he believed, five meetings; also as being involved with other bodies with position statements on Green Lanes.

Mrs D Millward declared a personal non-prejudicial interest (Marsett Bottoms route) as Project leader for the Raydale Project.] 

CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

RESOLVED –

That in respect of each of the four cases listed in the report of the Head of Park Management, the following course of action be agreed:
	Case
	Action agreed

	1
	Edge Lane
	Agreed to continue to monitor and maintain the route.

	2
	Twistleton Lane
	Agreed to continue to monitor the route.

	3
	The Red Way
	Agreed to:

(a) discuss the status of the route with NYCC, and look to establish whether public rights for motor vehicles exist; and
(b) revisit the management of the route in 6 months when discussions with NYCC and Nidderdale AONB and further monitoring has taken place.

	4
	Marsett Bottoms
	Agreed to seek funding to repair the route and to continue to monitor.


	30/08
	PROPOSALS TO MAKE FIVE TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS


[Note: Dr KM Petyt declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in this Item, as Chairman of the Green Lanes Advisory Group, of which he had chaired, impartially he believed, five meetings; also as being involved with other bodies with position statements on Green Lanes.  
KJ Lancaster declared a personal non-prejudicial interest as having held a licence agreement for land adjoining the route Barth Bridge to Garsdale.] 

CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

Members were taken through the report paragraph by paragraph.

RESOLVED –

That approval be given to the making of the traffic regulations orders, as detailed for each of the five routes in Appendices 4-8 of the report of the Head of Park Management, with one amendment - the exemption for the Gerald Simpson Memorial Trial on the Carlton to Middleham High Moor route to exclude the Melmerby Moor section (ie exemption to apply between SE0641 8574 and SE0629 8494 only). 

[Note: Dr KM Petyt abstained from each vote on the consideration of each of the five individual routes and KJ Lancaster abstained on the vote in respect of the Barth Bridge to Garsdale route.]

	31/08
	DEFINITIVE MAP TEAM - QUARTERLY REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Definitive Map Officer.

A number of issues were raised by members including:
· a suggestion that members might benefit from a training session on Definitive Map work, particularly in light of the ‘Winchester’ case
· requesting that the two outstanding Definitive Map Modification Order cases relating to the restricted byway at Swineley Cowm be given priority, being an important link on the Pennine Bridleway

· enquiring about the latest situation in respect of cattlegrids at Marrick

· enquiring about the timescale for the processing of a Legal Events Order

· expressing appreciation to staff for the work on rights of way matters at Embsay Tannery.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) 
the report and further comments be noted and considered by officers; 

(b)
a report be brought to the next meeting on progress in respect of cattlegrids at Marrick and the possible progression of a legal events order.
	32/08
	MOUNTAIN BIKE COAST TO COAST ROUTE


CONSIDERED – the Access Officer Projects.

The proposal was welcomed by members as potentially bringing a new group of visitors to the area to the benefit of the local economy.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report be noted; and

(b)
support be given to the development of a mountain bike coast to coast route through the Yorkshire Dales as outlined in the report of the Access Officer Projects. 

	33/08
	PENNINE BRIDLEWAY NATIONAL TRAIL ANNUAL REPORT 2007/08


CONSIDERED – the report of the Access and Recreation Manager.

Members expressed their appreciation for the work undertaken by Gareth Evans, the former Pennine Bridleway Project Officer, who had left the Authority on 30 May. 

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) the progress on implementing the Pennine Bridleway during 2007/8 be noted; and
(b) approval be given to 
(i) pursue a creation order where agreement cannot be reached with the landowner for the section of the route over Far Moor Common and along the edge of the road verge to the road crossing point;

(ii) pursue a creation order over the rest of the route over Far Moor Common where the landowner is believed to be in agreement but appears to be having difficulty in producing evidence of proof of title, if satisfactory proof of title has not been produced within 3 months (or earlier if the landowner agrees to this) of the date of this Committee; and
(iii) create a bridleway across the car park and picnic area owned by the Authority at Stainforth. 

	34/08
	YORKSHIRE DALES ACCESS FORUM


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum held on 17 June 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum held on 17 June 2008 be noted.
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