
UPPER WENSLEYDALE
CENSUS PROFILE 1991-2001
(Parishes of Askrigg, Bainbridge, Hawes, High Abbotside, Low Abbotside) 

Notes 

1.  Figures may not sum due to independent rounding and adjustments to preserve confidentiality.

Summary

Slight decline in population. 

2. Any parish that falls below the confidentiality threshold for Small Area Statistics data is 
merged with a contiguous parish. (Confidentiality threshold in 1991 was 50 persons/20 
households, in 2001 the threshold was 100 persons/40 households.

Reduction in the number and proportion of children

3. Where parishes are split by the National Park boundary and/or combined with others outside the boundary, 
an estimate has been made of the percentage in the Park.
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Modest increase in the number of dwellings
Low proportion of mortgage purchases.  Decline in Local Authority housing matched by increase in
Housing Association stock
Slight increase in the number of second homes

Modest increase in economically active population, despite the A13slight reduction in overall population.

Strong representation in hotels and catering, manufacture and construction

High representation in trades and process
Lower than National Park average representation in technical and professional occupations.

Higer than average proportion of the population walk to work or work at home.  Low proportion of 
people commute by car.

A decline in the number of households without cars
 250 more cars (24.3%) in Upper Wensleydale since 1991

Statistics

RESIDENT POPULATION (persons present) % change
2001 2271 4% decrease
1991 2365

GENDER 1991 2001
Males 1154 1126
Females 1211 1145

AGE STRUCTURE 1991 % 2001 %
School & Preschool (0-15) 420 18.1 370 16.3
Working Age 16-64 1402 60.4 1402 61.7
Pensionable 65+ 499 21.5 499 22.0

2321 2271
1991 figures do not include 48 persons living in communal establishments. 
 Nor do they sum to 1991 total population because of rounding and confidentiality.

More households yet a smaller population.  Signficantly less people are living in each 
dwelling.  Despite a drop in the total number of children there are now 65 more 
households with children than in 1991.
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HOUSEHOLDS 1991 % 2001 %
Resident Households 955 1000
Average Household size 2.48 2.27
One person households 253 26.5 310 31
Households with children (0-15) 234 24.5 309 30.9

HOUSING 1991 2001
All dwellings 1215 1281
Vacant household spaces 55 32

% %
Second residence/holiday 
accommodation 246 20 258 20
Owner Occupied
 - owned outright 415 48 473 48
 - owned with a mortgage/loan 212 25 255 26
Private rented 93 11 101 10
Rented with job/other 51 6 70 7
Housing Association 4 0 33 3
Local Authority 90 10 62 6
Total 865 994

ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE 1991 % 2001 %
1116 47.2 1162 51.2

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY TYPE 
(Residents in the Park) 2001 %
Services 
  Wholesale/Retail/Motor Trade 175 15
  Hotels & catering 163 14
  Health and social work 97 8
  Real estate/business 77 7
  Education 69 6
  Other 54 5
  Public Administration 35 3
  Financial 12 1
Total Services 682 59
Agriculture, Fishing, Forestry 159 14
Manufacture 151 13
Construction 121 10
Utilities and Transport 49 4
Mining & Quarrying 0 0

OCCUPATION GROUPS 2001 %
Trades 324 28
Managers 168 14
Farm workers, labourers and unskilled 
workers 165 14
Process Operatives 109 9
Technical 95 8
Administrative 82 7
Personal services 80 7
Professions 78 7
Sales 54 5

All employees aged 16-74 1162
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TRAVEL TO WORK 2001 Persons %
Car 473 40.7
People who work mainly at home 332 28.6
Foot 233 20.1
Car Passenger 65 5.6
Bus 16 1.4
Bike 13 1.1
Other 6 0.5
Train 6 0.5
Motorcycle 3 0.3
Taxi 0 0.0

Parish Average Distance (km) travelled to 
fixed place of work 17.42

CAR OWNERSHIP 1991 % 2001 %
Households with no cars 188 19.7 156 15.6
All cars in the area 1028 1278
Cars per household 1.1 1.3

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION please contact Peter Stockton or Moya Turrell,  at The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, 
Yorebridge House, Bainbridge, Leyburn, North Yorkshire, DL8 3EE.  Telephone 0870 1 666333, Fax: 01969 652399 Email: 
peter.stockton@yorkshiredales.org.uk or moya.turrell@yorkshiredales.org.uk

SOURCES:  (a) 1991 Census of Population, Small Area Statistics (SAS); ONS, 
© Crown Copyright and (b) Parish Profiles & Headcounts, 2001 Cenus © Crown 
Copyright 2004

COMPILATION & ANALYSIS: Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.   
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